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Message from the Pastors
The Holy Synergy sermons of July.

The business of the church is salvation. Salvation and holiness must be a participative system, just as the Cross has
vertical and horizontal bars that reflect constant communion with God and fellow humans.

The Theologian, Daniel Migliore states, “When the work of the Holy Spirit is forgotten or suppressed, the power of
God is apt to be understood as distant, hierarchical, and coercive; Christocentric faith deteriorates into
Christomonism; the authority of Scripture becomes heteronomous; the church is seen as a rigid power structure in
which some members rule over others; and the sacraments degenerate into almost magical rites under the control of
the clerical elite,” (Migliore p. 224).

Since the beginning, God wanted a partnership with humankind (Genesis Creation story, creation of humans and the
mandate to care for the earth). The pouring of the Holy Spirit launched the church into work on Pentecost Day as
described in Acts 2. The preaching on that day explained that the Holy Spirit of God would come down upon all and
manifest dreams and visions.

An example from Ginghamsburg Church and the Darfur, Sudan project is highlighted in the sermons: the wind keeps
blowing, and the church must develop its skills in collaborating with the Holy Spirit to keep up with outreach and
evangelism in the world without neglecting the problems in local churches.

We started the sermon series on Romans 8, where the Holy Spirit joins our spirit as a seal that we are children of God.
In the same chapter is St Paul’s incorporation of the whole creation as similar to a pregnant woman about to give birth.
While humans are becoming children of God, the world is reborn as the Kingdom of God.

What’s the beauty and glory of celebrating salvation and glory if all the trees are dried up, and all the green bushes
and grass have burned up and scorched, and no birds are singing and flying about, and the sea and rivers are all
polluted and murky. What purpose is salvation to a holy life if Earth, our only home, is turning on the brink of
becoming a nuclear wasteland? God mandated Adam and Eve to become responsible managers of the Earth, but many
generations have become consumers and abusers. God sends the Holy Spirit to disciple the church to be responsible
managers. The Israelites who failed to enter the Promised Land were a lesson that rebellious and irresponsible
children won’t have their homeland.

Humbleness in prayer and service is an encouragement for God to bless the land, as spoken in 2 Chronicles 7:14 if
My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

Redemption of humankind and the whole creation was always a collaborative system between God and his people.
Whether it is holiness, discipleship, or doing the works of God in the world, the Holy Spirit is always the enabler. To
embark on a faith journey of salvation, service to God, and ushering in a heavenly world, none of these can be
accomplished without the enabling energy from the Holy Spirit. The energy from the Holy Spirit and the willing heart
of the believer is the synergy that is needed for Salvation, Faithful Service, and the establishment of the Kingdom of
God on earth.

Pastor Emelyn & Pastor Moody Colorado
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It doesn't seem possible that we are at the beginning of August and that soon summer will be
ending. Planning vacations, time with families, and harvesting garden produce, such a busy
time. This is also a time to continue to attend worship services and be a good disciple for Christ.

Three scriptures I want to share with everyone this month-- Matthew 4:18-22. Next is Mark 2:1-
17,3:73-19, third is Luke 5: 8-11,6:1-10.

Beginning with Matthew, Jesus is calling his first disciples. Chapter 4:19-22; as he walked by
the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter and his brother Andrew,
casting a net into the sea- they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people". Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left their
boat and their father and followed him.

The next scripture is from Mark 2: 1-17,3:13-19; in this reading beginning with verse one Jesus
is healing a paralytic man. In verse 13, he calls on Matthew (Levi), Jesus went out again beside
the sea, the whole crowd gathered around him and he taught them. As he was walking along, he
saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him "Follow me". And he
got up and followed him. Continuing in chapter three, Jesus appoints the twelve followers. He
appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim
the message, and to have authority to cast out demons.

The last scripture comes from Luke 5: 8-11, 6:1-10; this is Luke's take on when Jesus called
Simon Peter to "Follow me". Peter tells Jesus this, " I am a sinful man" to which Jesus
answered, " I will make you fishers of men". Simon followed. In chapter 6, Jesus is replying to
the Pharisees when they question him about the disciples harvesting grain with their hands, they
were hungry.

As Jesus has chosen his disciples, we are reminded that we too are to be fishers of men. Jesus
offered his followers these three things, which we can also follow, and keep close to our minds;
Reassurance, an Invitation, and a Promise. The Greek word for "godliness" used in the New
Testament has as its root idea " a Sense of awe". Godly living is built upon a recognition of the
awesomeness of God. There is clearly a place for godly fear. Peter was right to be overwhelmed.
This Jesus is powerful- and I'm so sinful. Jesus gave him reassurance; he needed to take comfort
in Jesus' reassurance.

Continued
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Continued:

Next "Come, follow me". Was it a command? A suggestion? "Follow me" was a summons to
discipleship- to be identified with him in his cause. So "come" is a gentle invitation. "Follow me"
is a serious summons to action. It is an invitation and a reassurance all at once. He immediately
added "Take my yoke upon you and learn from me," a summons to discipleship. " For I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. " For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light". He knew we'd need encouragement to be able to say yes. His burden is light, but the call is
still to be a burden bearer.

The Promise comes last, " I will make you fishers of men". Maybe that's what Jesus had come for.
Was it possible that catching men meant helping them discover the liberation of being captured by
Jesus and being led by him into the adventure of a lifetime?

The call of Jesus was, and still is, short on detail but full of promise. Jesus offered Peter the
chance to be actively involved in preparations for the coming kingdom, and He offers the same

prospect to each of us.

It is an incredible opportunity to know God in an intimate and personal way and deepen that
relationship so that each of us would begin to have an impact in the world.

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, and continue to be a disciple of Christ.

Portions of this article came from a book entitled:
"Brave Enough to Follow" ; authored by Stuart Briscoe.



Education News

"Happy Summer! May your days be filled with God's sunshine and lots of joyful adventures."

Sunday School will be starting in September!
Mark your calendars for Rally Day on Sunday, September13th, 8:45 a.m.!

New Adult Sunday School Class coming this year!

Pastor Moody will be offering an Adult Sunday School class for 2026-2027 to study the Lesson: The ASSURANCE
OF SALVATION. This is a very important study and is open for all! The class will meet in Fellowship Hall 8:30-9:30
every other Sunday. The study book was written by Pastor Joody! It will be available to everyone, members, friends
and/or guests who want to join the study! Classes for September will be on the 13" and 20™. Starting in October,

classes will meet on the first and third Sundays.



Library Book of the Month

“Jazmin came fluttering into our home, speaking
of healing and miracles. I didn’t know how to tell her
I didn’t believe in that nonsense.”

Cindy Henson had jumped on a miracle train twenty-five years earlier, believing God was going to
heal her young son of severe autism, and quickly jumped of with a suitcase full of bitterness. God

had healed the bitterness, but she still didn’t believe in miracles.
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Malkar's Journey
Hope Through Her S
Boughter-in-Low’s Concer




United Women in cfaith

DISCOVERING A THANKFUL HEART

Your assignment this month, should you decide to accept it, is to discover what it means to
have a thankful heart and how that can change you.

HERE’S YOUR CHALLENGE:
Put a notepad and pencil on your nightstand by your bed.
Every morning when you awake, let it remind you to say this prayer, which you're
encouraged to cut out from here and post.

Lord, thank you for this day that you have prepared for me. Praise be to You.
Help me to learn what You are trying to teach me, and be thankful for it

Help me to love as You love and be thankful for it.

Help me to do as Jesus would do and be thankful for it.

3.Every night jot down one thing for which you are thankful and say your good nights to
God.

4. Discover the grace, peace, and spiritual change that this discipline of a thankful heart
brings to you, even after just a week or two, or a month.

This month our scripture is found in Psalm 100.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into His
presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is He that made us, and we are His; we
are His people, and the sheep of His pasture,

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His
name. For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations.

Wishing you and your loved ones a Blessed August. Be careful in the heat!
Pat and Charlene
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Finance Update

May 31
June 7

June 14
June 21

$2786
$2580
$3690
$1015

Ice Cream Social #g ‘
1CE CREAM

SOCIAL

August 9th
6:00 pm

The Harvest Table begins in August!
Please help stock the table by
bringing donations of fresh produce
and other harvest items to share.

November Auction

Plan on participating in our November Auction.

We are in need of over $15,000
each month to meet our budget
needs.

Thank you for all your ways of
giving.

SUPPORT
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OpportunityOQutreach

As August comes, so do sales on school items. Please consider filling school bags or health Kits.

MIDWEST MISSION KITS

REQUIREMENTS

¢ All kit items must be NEW.

¢ Kits should contain ONLY the requested items.
¢ No camouflage on fabrics.

PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT

¢ 1 Hand towel—no kitchen towels

e 1 Washcloth—no dishcloths

¢ 1 Adult toothbrush—no multipacks

e | Bar soap 3-4 oz

e 1 Shampoo—12-19 oz

e 1 Deodorant—2-3 oz—stick, roll on, or pump

e 1 Lotion—=8-10 oz

e 1 1-gal resealable plastic bag

Place all items in the resealable plastic bag

$2 donation for toothpaste and carrying bag, per kit

STUDENT KIT
¢ 3 Notebooks—1 subject spiral 8” x 10 1/2”
¢ 1 Ruler—12” long with metric

¢ 6 Pencils—unsharpened

¢ 1 Pencil sharpener

e 1 Eraser—2” or larger

¢ 1 Box 12 colored pencils

e | Box 24 crayons

e | Pair student scissors

¢ 1 One-handled cloth bag*

e Place all items in the cloth bag



Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

August 2nd, 9th,16th, 23rd, 30th @ 10:00 a.m.

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
August 2nd

Bible Study

August 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st @ 1:30 p.m.

Shawl Ministry

August 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th @ 2:00 p.m
Summer Food Program

August 6th & 13th @ 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Finance Meeting

August 6th @ 10:00 a.m.
Trustees Meeting

August 11th @ 5:30 p.m.
AD Council Meeting

August 11th @ 6:30 p.m.
Joy Circle

August 19th @ 9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service

August 26th @ 6:00 p.m.
Care Facility Worship Service

August 27thd @ 10:00 a.m.
Meekness Circle

August 2th @ 7:00 p.m.
Jubilation Practice

August 5th @ 6:30 p.m.

August 9th @ 9:00 a.m.

August 2026
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Church
La Porte City, Iowa

Office Information:

Pastor: Emelyn S. Castillo-Colorado

Pastor hours: Monday—Thursday 10:00 — 2:00 (or schedule an appointment)
Email: emvalsancas5466@gmail.com

Pastor Emelyn - Cell phone: 319-559-7387

Secretary hours: Wednesday & Thursday 8:00 a.m.— 1:30 p.m.

Phone: 319-342-2208 - Church

email: [pcumchurch@gmail.com

Website: www.lpcsaintpaulumc.org

Facebook: LPC St. Paul UMC

St. Paul United Methodist Church

501 Sycamore St., Box 187 ~ La Porte City, IA 50651



