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Newsletter February 2026 Love Not War

On January 7, 2026, the first U.S. pope, said the weakness of international organizations in the face of global
conflicts was "a particular cause for concern... A diplomacy that promotes dialogue and seeks consensus among all
parties is being replaced by a diplomacy based on force," Leo told some 184 ambassadors accredited to the Vatican.
"War is back in vogue and a zeal for war is spreading," said Leo, who was elected pope in May.

We met a guy in Waverly who said his work involves manufacturing parts for missiles. And so, it is true that right in
the farmland hopes is changing. War technologists will be in demand. One stock analyst said its time to buy stocks of
War Companies.

The world is plunging into the dark ages when all countries are competing to build the largest army. Men were all
trained like barbarians who live only to fight. People’s hopes for peace were placed in the mighty army of their king.

The Bible talks about prophets who said that the people walking in darkness have seen a great light. That light is
Christ Jesus the prince of peace. Isiah foretold of a time when swords and spears will be turned into plow. We
thought we had that prophesy upon us because of worldwide evangelism programs of Christian churches as well as
the international bodies like the United Nations.

Farmers are plowing the fields and selling grains to the world. But now the Tariff War has come, and farmers need to
rethink as China scaled down its orders for soybeans from lowa.

The hope is that lowa’s farmlands can generate great income by plowing the fields and selling the grains around the
world. But now it looks like some businesses are placing their investments into making missiles and bombs because
there is a very high demand for them right now.

Sooner or later our High School students will have to think of what career to pursue. They will ask what the wisdom
is of staying in lowa producing surplus grains if there are no international demands.

As a church we want to ring the hope of being children of God. Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they
shall be called children of God.” (Matthew 5).

What are your hopes for the world? Would you be a part of the war machines? Won’t you rather be a part of the
family of God?

This world needs heroes but which one? War Heroes or silent farm peaceful heroes that feed the world? God forbid
that world would explode and everyone puts down the Bibles and plows and takes up arms. God help us. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer for peace. Amen.




) Lay feader cNotes

]: B RU A RY Bl(»j CLVLD{% Movrse

7\

Greetings to my St. Paul Church family----

As we begin the second month of 2026, we have experienced many ups and downs, this new year continues to
have tragic happenings, if you have had the TV on lately, you know. We all need to pray for our country's
leaders, that they take time to consider and make good decisions.

February is considered the love month; Valentine Day is the 14th, Ash Wednesday is in the middle of the
month on the 18th, with the days of Lent to follow.

The author of Colossians reminds us in chapter 3:12-14; as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other, just as the Lord has forgiven you; so, you also
must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

In Galatians 5:22-26; it tells us-- By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, kindness, generosity,

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control ...if we live by the Spirit, let us be guided by the Spirit. S (Z
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Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another.

In January Pastor Emelyn spoke about our baptism and our worship time. Our church is more than just a
building; the church is a place to belong and to feel welcome. It's a family of believers, brothers and sisters of
the Lord, imperfect as we are, we seek to love, forgive, connect and serve together.

Prayer is an important part of this, if you are not sure how to lift up prayers of praise, our prayers don't
have to be perfect. God considers the attitude of the heart. When your intention is to honor Him, He is
pleased.

Romans 8: 38-39 says; For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, or anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Once Again Happy New Year!!!
Stay Safe, Stay Healthy and Be Kind!!




St. Paul Church is Requesting:

Organist/Pianist — 1, 2, or 3 Sundays a month; 1st, 4th, and 5th Sundays of each month

St. Paul UMC in La Porte City is seeking a skilled and dedicated Organist or Pianist to support our
worship services through thoughtful, inspiring music. Compensation: $75 per worship service,
additional pay for wedding and funeral services

Responsibilities:

. Provide prelude, offertory, and postlude music for weekly worship services and special
services (holidays)

* Accompany congregational singing, choir, and additional services (weddings, funerals as
needed)

. Coordinate with the pastor and choir director

Participate in rehearsals as needed
Position may be filled by one person or shared by a few people

To apply, please submit an application letter or an email

to the church office. ([pcumchurch@gmail.com)

Please state organist or pianist and how many Sundays a month you would be interest in
providing music.

Call 319-342-2208 with questions or contact Chris Jesse.
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Sunday, February 1

Wednesday, February 25

Sunday, March 1

- UPDATE

Wednesday, March 25

Sunday, March 29

Wednesday, April 1
Sunday, April 5

Note
Practice and Performance Times:

9:15 (practice)
10:00 (perform)

5:00 (practice)

9:15 (practice)
10:00 (perform)

5:00 (practice)

9:15 (practice)
10:00 (perform)

5:00 (practice)
9:15 (practice)
10:00 (perform)

The Nominations Committee is asking for your help, as a
member of St. Paul United Methodist Church and a
disciple of Christ.

The following committees are in need of more people on
their Committees.
SPRC

Finance

Trustees

Worship
Membership

PLEASSE CONTACT THE CHURCH IF INTERESTED @
319-342-2208

NOMINRTIONS
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for Litkle Ones
A Friondship with Jesus Now and Forevor

only imagine...

01 the

If I spent the day with God, what exactly would we do? I can only
imagine what, my eyes will see when your face is before me. I can




Qutreach Gpportunities

—
A S H During the Lenten season, let us join together as a community in prayer.
VEDNESEAY | Please take a booklet “Forty Days of Prayer for Five Persons.” Inside
%BMIAS 6’“ a list of 4 members of our church family, and a daily prayer and

devotion.

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18 with Ash Wednesday.
On Sunday evenings in March, we will resume showing “The Chosen.” On March 1 at
6:00 p.m. we will have a kick-off with soup supper. This is a time for good fellowship and

an encouragement to know Jesus and His Chosen better.

May God bless you during the weeks ahead.

FINANCE Update

December 28 $2486.00
January 04 $3166.00
January 18 $9033.00
January 25 $2103.00

Your faithfulness in all your
ways of giving is important to
our church community.

Education News
Mark your calendars!

Tuesday, February 14" Happy Valentine’s Day
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech, but with action and in truth.”

1John 3:18
February 22" Children’s choir sings in church
March 15™ NO Sunday School (Spring Break is March 15-22)
March 29" Children’s choir sings in church (Palm Sunday)
April 5th Easter (NO Sunday School)
April 27" Children’s choir sings in church

2026 VBS Announcement COMING soon!
Save the Dates: June 22-25th




Uhnited Women in cfaith
df ebruary 2026

| John 4:19 says, “We love because He first loved us.” February is the month when we take a little extra
time to make sure everyone who is special to us knows it. Maybe it will be a special Valentine Card or a
special gift. Sometimes the best gift we can give is our time. Spending quality time with your special
someone or someone’s can be the best gift ever. Perhaps spending time with them may not be possible
but we can still send cards or gifts. Maybe you can use Facetime or Zoom to spend some time with them.
Most of us can pick up our telephone and call that special someone. After you have done that, think of
another person that would appreciate a telephone call and call them.

This year | would like to share part of a newsletter it is entitled.
“SIX WEEKS OF LOVE.”

WEEK OF WRITING

Write a letter. It may be a letter to one whom you have long appreciated but to whom you have never
formally expressed it; it could be a letter of encouragement to someone that you appreciate; or it could be
a letter of love that only you can write.

WEEK OF PHONE CALLS
Make one phone call this week just for the purpose of saying, “I appreciate you” or “You mean a lot to me”
or Thank You,” or whatever else you feel like saying. You may want to make more than one call.

WEEK OF REMEMBRANCE
Take or send some remembrance to a person— a pie or a cake, a flower or a book, etc.--pick out someone
you are not accustomed to remembering.

WEEK OF PRAYER
Pick out several people and pray daily for them.

WEEK OF VISITATION
Visit someone who needs your company. Learn from your pastor or from a friend, someone who needs a
visit.

WEEK FOR YOUR FAMILY
Show your family that they are important to you. Fix a favorite dish, attend a concert, bring them to church
with you.

Our Bible Verse for February is found in Corinthians 13:3.
“THREE THINGS WILL LAST FOREVER-FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE-AND THE
GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE.”

Spread God’s Love to everyone you meet!
Love to you and your loved ones!

Pat and Charleve
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Psalm 103:8, NIU

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sunday School |Worship Chimes
@ 8:45 Meeting @ 4:00 p.m.
@ 10:30 a.m. | Outreach
Worship @ @5:30p.m.  |SPRC
10:00 a.m Bible Study @ 5:00 p.m.
’ o @ 1:30 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Sunday School Trustees Chimes
@ 8:45 @ 5:30 p.m. |@ 4:00 p.m. o
Bible Study Nomlnfcltlon
Worship @ |@ 1:30p.m. | Aq Council Committee
10:00 a.m. @ 6:30 p.m. @ 1:30 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Sunday School Joy Circle
@ 8:45 Bible Study @ 9:00 a.m.
@ 1:30 p.m. ]
Worship @ Chimes
10:00 a.m. @ 4:00 p.m.
Ash
Wednesday
@ 7:00 p.m.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday School Bible Stud
8:45 Ivle otudy Meek Chimes @
@ @1:30pm. | cige > 400 p.m)
Worship @ @ 7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
Children Sing
9K VRV XX
| \

Office Information:
Pastor: Emelyn S. Castillo-Colorado
Pastor hours: Monday-Thursday 10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.

(or schedule an appointment)

Email: emvalsancas5466@gmail.com
Pastor Emelyn - Cell phone: 319-559-7387
Secretary hours: Wednesday & Thursday 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Church Phone: 319-342-2208

email: Ipcumchurch@gmail.com

Website: www.lpcsaintpaulumec.org

Facebook: LPC St. Paul UMC

St. Paul United Methodist Church

501 Sycamore St., Box 187 ~ La Porte City, IA 50651




