Q

St P DECEMBER 2025 (¥

United Methodist %// etel

Church

La Porte City, Iowa

Message frrom the Pastors

It’s Advent once again. We celebrate the coming of Jesus as a baby. We celebrate the coming of Christ’s Spirit into
our soul as our Savior and Lord. We celebrate the faith that Jesus is coming again to establish the Physical Kingdom

of God on earth. We prepare for the coming of the Lord.

Christmas is a good holiday when the world gets a chance to learn that God has a story where anybody’s personal life
story can find a part. The story of the life of Jesus Christ is similar to the personal life story of every human being.
Through Jesus Christ, personal lives can be connected to the story of God and find eternal purpose out of earthly

existence.

The Holy God can relate with the sinful human made possible through Christ who comes to cleanse the hearts and

minds of the sinner. Come Lord Jesus, come into my heart.

Christians celebrate as Eschatological group of people keeping their hopes high in the second coming of Christ
especially that all signs are around: Earthquakes, floods, wars, and the rise of false prophets in the churches. Those
who are hopefully anticipating the second coming of Christ keep living a spiritual life and keeps making sacrifices
for the sake of God amid hypocrite believers. The enemy is raising false prophets even inside churches to ruin God’s

plan of the Christ’s return.

The rise of False Prophets in religious places is the final sign of the Lord’s second coming. They could be in our
midst. They will make the church mission impotent by dividing the church with theological issues. They will appear
like they are interested to serve but they are self-centered and quick to demand what they deserve. The Sadducees in
the Bible are the first of these false prophets serving right in the worship places. They pretend to be religious, like the
Sadducees they say that Spirituality is unnecessary and so they don’t attend Prayer Meetings. Their words praise
themselves and make others look bad just like in Jesus’ story of the Pharisee and the Publican. They pretend to know
the law but actually uses the law to advance their selfish agenda. They can violate their own church constitution and
will be quick to justify it and even enjoy it. They can come to the church to teach convenience instead of sacrifice.
This minor diversion of Christian teaching from carrying the cross to claiming human rights is becoming a trend and

have made the word “sacrifice” as obsolete. They will enjoy embarrassing faithful servants in front of other people.
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They will cause the downfall of the church, and they will chase away the good servants. For sure the Lord will keep
putting in a good servant to save the lost, but the concealed enemy will cause the good servants to stumble over
again. Jesus said we must expect it and that true servants shall be blessed when they are persecuted, “'! Blessed are
you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. ' Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before

you.” (Matthew 5).

False prophets in the churches could be anyone and it’s best to self-test to make sure it’s not us. The test is given by
Paul. He reminds us of the true baptism which is of the Holy Spirit as the true mark of the faithful of God (Romans
8:16-18 NKJV The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ' and if children,

then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified

together).

You shall know a spiritual person. Paul writes, “Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

B lagentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”

peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Ask yourself, are you gentle, are you kind, are you faithful, do you believe in sacrifice and carrying the cross is the

Christian way?

The Lord is coming soon and when the churches in the world have finally to follow Jesus the Lord needs to come
back and reclaim and rectify what belongs to God and establish the Kingdom of God himself. What will you do till
then? Keep your hopes high and keep doing good even if false prophets are around. You know that your sufferings

for the Lord are never in vain.

Amen



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22-23&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29186a
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Greetings to my St. Paul Church Family--
December 2025 -- Where has this year gone??? Were we not just experiencing January 2025?

December is a time for family, friends, parties and celebrating the birthday of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Thought I would share with everyone stories from a book entitled A Rustle of Angels by
Marilynn C. Webber and William D. Webber.

Let me begin with Mary, the mother of Jesus, the encounter with the angel Gabriel. The
shepherds told her of the heavenly host who had told them of the birth of her child. Mary's
response is in Luke 2:19 " But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her
heart". Mary's experience would become an important part of the gospel records.

The Gospels tell how an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, to warn him to flee to Egypt with
Mary and young Jesus to escape the murderous wrath of King Herod. Angels have appeared
throughout history to avert disaster.

God does work in marvelous ways. Nothing is too hard for God and his angels.
We do know that the angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him (Psalm 34:7).
We also know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him (Romans 8:28).

It is likely that when we encounter problems, pain, and heartache that our good angels are active
in ways that we do not observe. In the Garden of Gethsemane an angel ministered to Jesus. He
did not save him from the agony of the cross, but his ministry was a part of the heavenly
Father's gracious provision to help Jesus endure the suffering he faced.

My question for those reading this-- have you seen or know that you have
had an angel near you? What a special experience for all who have.

This Christmas time- take time to read the story of Jesus' birth and
consider the angels that helped his earthly father and mother at the time of
his birth.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, and Be Strong in your faith!
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Are you ready? Will you be ready? These are the questions we should be asking ourselves as the
Wonderful Season of Advent begins. Each year at this time we have the opportunity to examine our lives
and our hearts as we prepare to welcome the Baby Jesus on Christmas Morning. November 30, we will be
lighting our first Advent Candle during our church service and will continue to light an Advent Candle each
Sunday morning until Christmas Day. As we light these candles and sing our beautiful Christmas Carols,
we will share the wonderful Christmas Story together.

We have been invited to the Brandon United Methodist Church for their Annual Christmas Tea on
December 1, 2025. This is an afternoon full of fellowship and great food as we celebrate the Birth of Jesus
together. Please let me know if you would like to go as we will be carpooling from our church.

December 7 is our Children’s Christmas Program during church. The title of their program this year is
“‘EMOJI CHRISTMAS 2025”.

ALL LADIES OF THE CHURCH PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
BRUNCH, DECEMBER 13, AT 9 O’CLOCK, 2025. We will be celebrating the Birth of Jesus with the
program of “The Story in Song.” Please join us for fellowship and good food. You may bring a friend if you
would like.

This year | would like to share “Santa’s Christmas Prayer”, by Warren D. Jennings.
The sleigh was packed, the reindeer were fed. But Santa still knelt by the side of his bed.

“‘Dear Father, he prayed, “Be with me tonight. There’s much work to do and my schedule is tight.
I must jump in my sleigh and streak though the sky, knowing full well that a reindeer can’t fly.

| will visit each household before the first light; I'll cover the world and all in one night.

| can do all these things Lord, only through You, | just need your blessing, then it’s easy to do.
All this is to honor the birth of the One, that was sent to redeem us, Your most Holy Son.

So to all of my friends, lest your glory | rob, Please Lord, remind them, who gave me the job.”

Our scripture is found in Luke 2:16-18.

“So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

When they had seen him, they made known what had been told to them concerning this child, and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”

Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings to you and your loved ones. .

Pat and Charlene




Education News
For December 2025

Children's Christmas Program
Come celebrate the birth of Jesus with the help of our Emoji friends!
Sunday, December 7th, 10:00 am; during church.

.., Christmas Program

Our Middle and High School students assisted with the Shoebox Ministry., Samaritan's
Purse mission organized
by Lynne Peters.
The students, along with our Outreach Committee, the Driscol family AND Lynne
prepared over 100 gift-filled shoeboxes that will be sent to children in need around the
world together with the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

May your homes be filled with love and laughter this Christmas!
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Jami Amgrine r and a blueprint for living wi
less worry and more grace”

m Stress is a normal and expected part of life, yet sometimes
- it can creep in and take hold in unhealthy ways. Women
P often feel like their only option is to push through and

D Ll »yS t () hope to make it to the other side, all the while living on the
= shaky foundation that worry built. Author Jami Amerine
St , c S I ’ (3 (3 knows the heaviness of stress and expectations—both
Renovatin g the House internal and external-and she’s discovered how to find a
That Worry Built

way back to peace.

In the pages of this book, you’ll find:

¢ 90 God-centered readings filled with wit and positivity

¢ Scriptural truth and prayers

¢ Time to ponder and reflect on themes from each
section

¢ Lively, colorful artwork throughout

Finance Update

October 26 $1806.00
November 2 $4945.50
November 9 $6187.11
November 16 $1833.00

May you be joyful in this Advent season.
Thank you for your support. As you know,
we continue to need over $15,500 each
month for our general budget.

Thank you for faithfully tithing to our church!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Bible Study _ Ladies
@ 1:30 p.m. Worship Christmas
Committee Mtg. Brunch
Meekness @ |@ 10:00a.m. @ 9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7 Sunday |8 9 10 11 12 13
School |Bible Study Shawl Ministry
@ 8:15 @ 1:30 p.m. |@2:00 p.m.
Worship SPRC &
10:00 a.m. Trustees @
5:30 p.m.
Children’s .
Christmas é‘%g g-umnf:ll @
Program
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sunday Bible Study " Chimes @
School @ 1:30 p.m. | Shawl Ministry | Care Facility | Care Facility
@8:45 @ 2:00 p.m. Worship
Worship Joy Circle @ 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. @ 9:00 a.m.
21 22 23 24 27
No Sunday . Shawl Ministry
Bible Study .
School 2:00 p.m.
@ 1:30 p.m. e P Christmas
Worship Eve Service
10:00 a.m. @ 7:00 p.m.
28 29 30 31
No Sunda . Watchnight
Schoof Bible Study Shawl! Ministry |  Worship @
@ 1:30 p.m. | @ 2:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.

Office Information:

Pastor: Emelyn S. Castillo-Colorado
Pastor hours: Monday-Thursday 10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.

(or schedule an appointment)
Email: emvalsancas5466@gmail.com

Pastor Emelyn - Cell phone: 319-559-7387
Secretary hours: Wednesday & Thursday

8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Church Phone: 319-342-2208

email: Ipcumchurch@gmail.com

Website: www.lpcsaintpaulumc.org
Facebook: LPC St. Paul UMC

St. Paul United Methodist Church
501 Sycamore St., Box 187 ~ La Porte City, IA 50651




